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HAPPY TAILS 
Community Engagement’s Animal-Assisted Programs Volunteer Newsletter 

 WINTER 2020 Sharing the love of cats and dogs with the community. 

From the Director’s Chair…  

Ice Breakers 

Ice breakers are a great way to start a virtual visit session and are an opportunity to engage your audience. Here 

are a couple of ideas. 

Which One?   Introduce yourself and your dog (just name to start). Be sure both of you are visible on the screen. 

Hold up two different treats and ask, “Which treat do you think my dog will prefer: this one or this one? Let the kids 

vote by raising their hands. Then see which treat your dog takes. How many students were correct? You can also do 

this with two toys instead. This is also a great way to discuss giving our pets freedom to choose. 

Famous Animals   This can be another fun activity after telling the kids about your dog. Ask if they know the names 

of any famous dogs, cats, or rabbits (real or cartoon). Have prepared photos of some famous animals to hold up 

and discuss. Holding up photos may be easier than a screen share, depending on timing. This lesson can lead to 

more discussion about why these animals are famous and if they are good role models. 

Happy 2021! I’ve been told it’s the beginning of the 

end of the pandemic. Look for our weekly volunteer 

blog for the most current information about 

what’s happening at the shelter.  

Since our Fall 2020 newsletter, Annie and Shilo hosted 

our first free community clinic! The drive-thru event in 

Marin City provided vaccinations, flea medications, and 

other supplies to pet parents in need. Thank you to Drs. 

Erin Bennett and Monica Ortiz from San Marin Animal 

Hospital for volunteering to provide examina-

tions! We’re planning more in 2021 in different loca-

tions. This is very exciting as we’ve wanted to bring this 

service to communities for several years. Who knew we 

could do it during a pandemic!  

Our Pet Safety Net program has grown during the pan-

demic and it’s amazing what you can accomplish while 

physically distanced. We continue to deliver food to food 

banks through the county and we are already planning 

our next free community clinic. This increase in program-

ming has given our server-based database growing 

pains. Since our database has more than doubled in the 

past two years, we had to look for cloud-based software. 

Once again, our behind-the-scenes gal, Shilo, found an 

amazing deal with Salesforce. She has been working tire-

lessly to create our new database and then import all 

our files.  

Our Humane Education program has seen a change 

and Shelley Nagata is no longer the coordinator. But! We 

are very fortunate that former coordinator, Julia 

Cole, has agreed to work part-time remotely from Ore-

gon to keep our clubs and other virtual programming 

going this semester. What a great relief to have her 

back helping us while we plan our summer education 

programs. The decision on programs will dictate when 

we hire someone full-time. We’re committed to this po-

sition and our education programs. Julia being back al-

lows us to time to make decisions based on our post-

COVID world.   

Please enjoy the newsletter and remember we appreci-

ate you and can’t wait to see you on campus and in the 

community!  

Take care,  

Darlene   
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Pandemic Puppies  
Introducing five new additions to the lives of our animal-assisted programs volunteers. 

Panda 

We have always had two dogs during our long marriage. But our older one died and 

left our dachshund, Pepper, alone for about six years. We were not going to get an-

other dog because we like to travel. Well, this pandemic hit and we were staying 

home a lot. Pepper is nine years old now, and we decided to get her a friend. We 

found this puppy that was born in Santa Barbara and named him Panda for the pan-

demic. We picked him up when he was eight weeks old. He is now almost six 

months old and a sweetie. He completed Puppy School at Marin Humane and is go-

ing to Family Dog 1. He is a smart little guy.    

— Pam deWeerd 

Wyatt 

We welcomed eight week old Wyatt to our home in mid-October. He’s a black Labrador 

from a litter of eight in Middletown, CA. He’s got endless energy and is really smart (of 

course, what else would a proud parent say). Now approaching six months and 50 

pounds, he has all his basic commands down, enthusiastically catches treats and assort-

ed toys, can rollover in both directions, offers both huge paws to shake, enjoys meeting 

other people and dogs and loves to retrieve (he even brings the ball back.) Wow, we can 

already imagine him entertaining all the kids at summer camp! He stills thinks he’s a bit 

of a lap dog, occasionally climbing onto a willing/unwilling lap. He’s been told all about 

his brothers, and especially Worthy the therapy dog. He hopes to join other volunteers 

at Marin Humane as soon as possible.  

— Skip Hastings 

Munch 

My cool cat (I mean dog!). This human, I mean dog, came to us at five months old from 

a series of conversations with a friend that I have on a Papillon social group. He joined 

our other Papillons, Coco and Charlee, and is now nearly nine months old. We are one 

very happy family. The dog, okay I am admitting he is a dog now, is named Munch, but 

he has many names including Munchkin, Munchie and Lover. He is sweet and takes lov-

ing and sensitivity to the extreme with his flopping over at the drop of a hat and little 

grunt sounds when he kisses. Munch is taking long walks and hikes, and we are working 

on his training around the community. We will soon sign up for in-person training at 

Marin Humane!     

— Allison Farey 
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Mattie 

Mattie is my 8th Bernese mountain dog and she joined our family on November 15, 2020. In 

keeping with the Swiss name tradition, her name is short for Matterhorn. She has Charlotte’s 

wonderfully outgoing and engaging personality. We are currently in Family Dog 1 and begin 

Family Dog 2 in early March. My goal was to have her meet 100 new people in her first 100 

days with us, which we easily did.  She has also “Zoomed” with Heidi into the Special Day 

Class at Terra Linda High School and with several of the after-school groups. I look forward to 

completing her training and having her join the therapy dog ranks as soon as we are able to 

resume our in-person activities. She has mastered the “Easy Button” and is anxious to show 

off her tricks.           

— Kathie Meier 

 

Team Profile 
Meet:  Mary & Sawyer                  

Pet Parent & Volunteer:  Mary Nicolini 

Animal Ambassador:  Sawyer 

Year began volunteering:  2011 

Assignments:  Nursing/care facilities, Kaiser Hospital, Camp Erin, South No-

vato Library, Comm Center, Greeter at the Gala, visiting a stroke patient for 

2+ years (we continue to keep in touch with her during the pandemic by 

sending texts and photos of Sawyer) 

Sawyer’s Most Marked Characteristics:  He’s incredibly sweet, calm, and 

takes his time on walks (painfully slowly at times) 

Sawyer’s Favorite Part of Animal Ambassador Assignments:  Children! He 

loves engaging with children, as well as adults, and can never get enough pets nor give enough kisses. 

Favorite Treats: Rice cakes and pretty much anything else he can eat (classic lab). 

Favorite Toys: He loves to carry and take his babies (stuffed animals) with him everywhere we go, including 

walks, errands, and trips. He has two toy boxes full of his babies. Squeaky balls are pretty cool, too. 

Favorite Form of Exercise: Walks, swimming, and playing in the snow. 

When and where is Sawyer happiest?  Playing in the snow! We’re fortunate to have a family cabin in Tahoe so 

we spend a lot of time there. 

What is Sawyer’s motto?  “Eat, walk, nap, repeat.” 

Mary’s thoughts on the Animal Ambassador Program: Sawyer and I are coming up on our 10th anniversary of 

volunteering for Marin Humane. It has given me so much joy over the years to see how Sawyer can brighten 

someone’s day by just being present with them. He seems to sense when someone needs some extra love too. He 

turned 13 in January so every day with him is a gift. 

Truffles 

“A Truffled Kiss” aka Truffles came into our lives on February 5. She was one of five in her 

litter. I had been searching for a pup for the past six months and had two other possibili-

ties not work out. This was going to be my third and final attempt as the disappoint-

ments were heartbreaking. I lost my first little Bichon, “Kiss Me Kate” aka Katie a year 

ago. I think Katie had a hand in this one as Truffles came to us almost exactly a year after 

Katie passed. Truffles is a DIVA for sure, has a lot of Katie’s personality, and is very loving. 

I should have gotten two because she wants to play 24/7, and I am too old for this. I am 

hopeful she will make a great therapy dog. 

— Susan Hall 
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Community Engagement Team:   

Darlene Blackman, Director  (dblackman@marinhumane.org) 

Annie Humphrey, Manager (ahumphrey@marinhumane.org) 

Shilo Landis, Assistant (slandis@marinhumane.org) 

Julia Cole, Humane Education Coordinator (jcole@marinhumane.org) 

Newsletter Volunteer Coordinator:  Bridget Helt  (bridgethelt@gmail.com) 

We welcome your feedback, suggestions, photos, and articles (reprinted with permission). 

  

Contact: 

The Association of Professional Humane Educators National Conference 
 

 
 

Darlene serves on the board of this wonderful organization and Marin Humane is one of the sponsors. Since the 

upcoming conference is virtual, many more people can attend. Check out the list of speakers and the variety of top-

ics. You may just get inspired to become even more involved with our education programs!   

For 50 years, APHE’s mission has been to empower individuals interested in humane education, animal welfare, 

animal rights, environmental education, K-12 education, animal behavior, social justice, cultural studies, or any 

combination of these fields. It promotes humane education, advance standards of excellence in humane education 

practices, and provide professional development, resources, and networking for those who foster empathy toward 

people, animals, and the environment. 

The conference, Renew, Restore, Reset will be held April 19-30, featuring six virtual sessions that occur in short 

increments over the two-week period.  If you’re not able to watch any of the sessions live, don’t worry, 

as participants will receive all recordings and materials after the conference. This will be an unforgettable confer-

ence experience. Please join us, along with other colleagues in the field as we learn, grow, and share ideas.   

APHE has an incredible lineup of speakers from professionals within the field, covering topics such as diversity, eq-

uity, inclusion, anti-bullying, violence prevention, summer camp programming, compassion fatigue, and so much 

more. Click here for more information and to see our full list of speakers and presentations! 
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