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Debbie Pashilk – 35 years 

Debbie began volunteering at Marin Humane in 1984 at the Adoption Desk. She spent 

many years in that job before deciding to also volunteer at the monthly vaccination 

clinics we held on campus. Currently, Debbie picks up canister donations throughout the 

county and delivers them back to Marin Humane. And, when time allows, she volunteers 

as a Dog Pet Pal.  

 

Debbie shared this about her volunteer experience, “I am proud to be a volunteer and 

plan to remain a volunteer until the end of my life. I think the way to sum it up is that 

Marin Humane is doing me the favor, not the other way around. I am at the shelter for 

the animals, nothing else. I realize that change is difficult, but all that I have seen change 

at the shelter through the years just means we are evolving. We have come a long way to recognize what needs 

to be changed.” 

 

Debbie, we are very appreciative of the many ways you have supported us for over 3 decades! 

 

 

Caroline Bolthouse – 25 years 

Caroline was introduced to our cat foster program by a friend of hers that was already 

fostering cats. Caroline heard many wonderful stories about the adventures of fostering 

and was urged to give it a try. Once she got involved as a foster parent it remained her 

only job as a Marin Humane volunteer. 

 

She had an unforgettable experience when she was asked to foster a kittens with a very 

severe upper respiratory infection. This little baby could barely breathe or walk and 

wasn’t eating or drinking. Caroline was warned the kitten might not survive. But, Caroline 

couldn’t say no. She fed the kitten small amounts of water and food by syringe every few 

hours. It was touch and go for a while but finally she began to respond and slowly 

recovered. It was a very emotional experience for her, and she became so attached that 

she adopted her! This little girl is now an old lady and still enjoying her wonderful life with Caroline and her 

husband. 

 

Over the years, Caroline has seen a lot of changes at Marin Humane. But one of the most significant for her is the 

change in our policy around ringworm cats. In the past, cats with ringwork were deemed “unadoptable” because 

the fungus is transmissible to humans. But, we treat it now and Caroline is proud to be one of the few volunteers 

that fosters ringworm cats until they are given the “all clear” for adoption. 

 

“I feel like I am receiving way more benefits from my fostering than I am giving to the shelter. After all, how could 

anyone be unhappy with kittens in the house?” 

 

Thank you, Caroline, for the countless feline lives you have saved! 

 

 



Debra Mendelsohn – 25 years  

Debra began volunteering in 1994, working with the rabbits and cats. As our rabbit 

population increased, she began focusing her time more with the rabbits and other 

small companion animals. She was the first person to set up x-pens in the front lobby for 

the rabbits to get exercise when other areas weren’t available. 

 

Debra quickly became an integral part of our small companion animal (SCA) program, 

working with the animals, and training new volunteers to work with rats, mice and 

hamsters. She even took on training some of the senior volunteers to mentor new 

volunteers in working with these little critters. 

 

She has adopted special needs rabbits and rats from Marin Humane. She helps educate 

potential adopters, and responds to requests for more information from the guardians 

of SCAs. She also assists Marin Humane staff in bonding small animals, fosters pets rats, AND she provides her 

special homemade rat food mix for the rats at the shelter. 

 

And, when her work with the animals is done, Debra heads to the laundry area to help with the piles of laundry to 

be done. 

 

Thank you, Debra, for the amazing work you do with all of our little critters! 

 

 

Kathy Miles – 25 years 

Kathy came to Marin Humane in 1994 to volunteer with her two dogs, Buddy and 

Charlie, in the Animal Assisted Therapy program. Buddy and Charlie were so gentle 

with kids that they focused much of their volunteer time on the children’s programs.  

 

Kathy and her dogs visited at the San Quentin Hospitality House on Sundays. While the 

mothers visited with fathers, the kids would play with the dogs. This was Kathy’s 

favorite job! She also remembers how the dogs helped a little girl with autism 

overcome some significant fears. Over time, this little girl even communicated with the 

dogs using American Sign Language. 

 

Kathy and the dogs also worked in summer camps, in afterschool programs in Marin 

City and the Canal district. Additionally, Kathy was a volunteer at our monthly 

vaccination clinics, she bathed dogs for 3 years when needed and fostered dogs. Currently she delivers food for 

the Pet Care Assistance program and helps with special events! 

 

Thank you, Kathy, for sharing your dogs and your heart for so many years! 

 

 

 



June Bannister – 20 years 

June began volunteering in 1999 as a Dog Pet Pal. She learned a lot from her two 

terrific mentors and a year later was asked to be part of a small group of volunteers 

to walk the dogs in the back of the shelter. This brought her into contact with all of 

the work the vet techs do in the clinic and shelter. Shortly after, June began 

volunteering in the clinic. 

 

She continued to walk the dogs and, for years, participated in the weekly 

Wednesday lunchtime Good Manners classes to teach dogs some basic obedience 

skills. She also worked as a volunteer in our Pet Partnership Program, cleaning and 

setting up kennels to prepare for dogs coming into the shelter. June has fostered dogs but says, overall, her 

favorite job was doing offsite Adoption Outposts for 10 years! 

 

In addition to all of this, she has volunteered in the Barn, has been a foster mom, worked at special events and is 

currently a volunteer at our Animal Outfitters! 

 

Thank you, June, for your “Can Do” spirit for two decades! 

 

 

Kathleen Bennett – 20 years 

Kathleen was inspired to volunteer by her neighbor who was a Cat Pet Pal. 

Kathleen loves cats, thought it sounded like a wonderful opportunity and signed up 

for the general orientation. At the orientation, she heard about the Adoption 

Counselor position, thought it sounded like the perfect job for her and got 

involved. She has loved the role ever since! 

 

Kathleen says, “It’s the very best job because I get to be part of the joy of seeing 

the animals going to their new homes, which is the result of a lot of hard work by 

many, many people at the shelter leading up to the happy event.” 

 

An unforgettable moment for Kathleen was when a spry, elderly woman came to the Adoption desk. Tearfully, 

she told Kathleen that both her husband and her dog had recently died. After a lot of conversation, Kathleen 

showed her the dogs. Although the woman fell in love with the first dog she saw, which was an 8-week old 

Rottweiler puppy, Kathleen gently steered her to a 9-year old, 6-pound poodle. It was truly love at first sight. And, 

the best part of the story is that an hour later a young man, looking for a big dog that would run with him on Mt. 

Tam every day adopted the puppy! 

 

Kathleen says, “Love comes in all forms and beauty is in the eye of the beholder. Big or little dogs, cats with three 

legs or one eye – there is always a perfect match for each animal and each adopter. My job is to find that right 

match.” She adds, “I appreciate how Marin Humane has always made me, as a volunteer, feel - like party of a 

family!” 

 

Thank you, Kathleen, for joining our big family here at Marin Humane 20 years ago! 

 

 

 



Kathie Meier – 20 years 

Kathie came to Marin Humane specifically to volunteer in the Animal Assisted Therapy 

program with her Bernese Mountain dog, Kristie. Over the years, Kathie has 

volunteered with her 5 amazing Berners! When she first started volunteering, most of 

her work had been with seniors. But after she learned more about all of our programs, 

she was inspired to do more, specifically with our children’s programs. 

 

Kathie has been an integral part of many programs in our Community Engagement 

department. These include: 

 She was one of the first SHARE a Book teams and piloted the program in 2005. 
She visits St. Raphael School every week with one of her dogs to tutor two 
students needing extra reading support 

 She has been a big part of the SHARE visits to special day classes, including 
creating special lessons and bringing materials to make the educational lessons fun for the kids. 

 Kathie brings Charlotte and Heidi to every week of summer camp; she is a guest speaker at our new 
SHARE classes helping and inspiring new volunteers learn about the programs.   

 She and Charlotte were part of the original group of 5 dogs who began Jumping for Joy in 2012.  This 
program pairs the therapy dogs with autistic children as they learn to take the dogs through the agility 
course.  Heidi joined the program last year and is now in her second year of Jumping for Joy. 

 With Charlotte and Heidi she is part of a new group that visits our local 911 call center every week 
providing stress relief for the dedicated operators who man the phones at Marin’s 911 call center. 

 She visits the Marin General Cancer Center twice each week with Charlotte and Heidi bringing comfort 
and smiles to patients, physicians and staff in both chemotherapy and radiation therapy.  She is also a 
regular visitor at Redwood High School during exam week where the therapy dogs provide stress relief to 
the students. 

 With her nephew and niece, she has put on a Gingerbread House Decorating Workshop for kids each 
December. 

 Kathie, Charlotte and Heidi can also be found at community events, MHS birthday parties, Hospice of 
Marin bereavement camp and the MHS gala.   

 She is always ready to be part of new programs for kids or to be part of special events 

 She is a talented photographer and writer and has volunteered her experience, time and materials in our 
newest educational workshop for teens photographing animals at the shelter.   
 

Thank you, Kathie, for your tireless work with people of all ages! We love you and your Berners! 

 

Catherine Oqvist – 20 years 

Catherine was inspired to “join up” as a Dog Pet Pal by Gloria Kosack, her friend and 

co-worker at Marin General Emergency. This was her first volunteer job at Marin 

Humane and the only one for 20 years! Over the years, she has also adopted two 

dogs from the shelter. 

 

An unforgettable moment for Catherine was in 2003. That December, we received 

87 dogs from the Madera shelter. After the dogs were settled into their runs, 

Catherine was checking them out and made an instant connection with one of 

them. It was love at first sight! She adopted “Sophie” and their true love connection 

continues for 15 years. 

 

Catherine loves all of the animals but especially the dogs. They are what keep her inspired and committed! 

 

Thank you, Catherine, for your heartfelt commitment to the dogs at Marin Humane! 

 

 



Karen Schuerholz – 20 years 

Karen came to Marin Humane after her dog, Oscar, passed away. She was looking for 

a place where she could work with dogs. 

 

Her first position was as an Adoption Counselor. But the draw to work more and 

more with dogs took her over to the Behavior and Training department. She is now a 

key volunteer in that department and wears a variety of hats as a volunteer. She is 

head of the Screen Team, trains the volunteers who work the very difficult dogs, she’s 

a member of the B Team, and is now a doggie playgroup leader. Additionally, she 

volunteers as a Dog Training Instructor at San Quentin. 

 

Karen says, “What keeps me inspired and committed is working with dogs to get 

them to trust me, even dogs that have been treated so harshly. Helping the dogs 

build trust with humans helps them find their forever homes. I am grateful to Marin 

Humane for educating me and letting me revel in my love of animals. This passion 

actually directed me towards a new career!” 

 

We thank Karen for her energy, enthusiasm, and love for the work she does with the dogs. 

 

 

Elizabeth Worchesin – 20 years 

Elizabeth began volunteering as a Cat Pet Pal in 1999 after her elderly cat passed away. 
She immediately knew she had found her niche and has continued in her job as Cat Pet 
Pal for 20 years. 
 
Elizabeth remembers the early days, long before our beautiful adoption cat rooms. Cats 
were housed in stainless steel cages and she could only visit one cat at a time. Elizabeth 
remembers, “I would stay all day, from opening to closing, to make sure all of the cats 
got a proper visit. I did this twice a week, Wednesdays and Saturday for 8 ½ years! 
 
She finally decided to cut back to one day a week. You can still see her every 
Wednesday afternoon, gently working with the cats, giving them all of her love and 
attention. Elizabeth’s goal each week is to make sure the cats are comfortable and 
relaxed. We are so appreciative of Elizabeth and the love she has given to hundreds of 
kitties over the past 20 years! 

 

 


