




Thanks to the generous support of our donors (individuals, cor- porations and foundations), Marin Humane transformed many 
lives–both human and animal–in the past year. Here’s a look at our work from Fiscal Year 2017-18 (July 1 – June 30). Compared 
to the year before, we took in more animals, spayed and neu- tered more animals, and achieved a “Live Release Rate” of 93%. 
Behind every statistic is a story of an animal in need–whether it was medical care, patient behavior training, or simply a new, 
loving home. 
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In California, it is legal to keep a 
desert tortoise as a pet if it was 
in captivity prior to 1990. Girl, a 
50-year-old desert tortoise, was 
surrendered by her guardian. 
Girl arrived in poor condition. 
Her tub was way too small and 
bore scratch marks from her 
trying to get out.

After receiving treatment and 
TLC, we found her a great 
home with Kimberly, who has 
a soft spot for desert tortoises. 
Girl, renamed Rosie (after rose 
petals, her favorite snack!), 
joined Kimberly’s already large 
animal family. Kimberly says 
that “Rosie is loving her new 
home and spends her days 
laying in the sun and exploring 
her backyard. She loves to 
follow me around as I garden.” 
And we’re sure she’s getting lots 
of rose petals to snack on, too!

GIRL
Lovely Sophia was surrendered 
because her guardian was 
moving. At 13 years old, 
we knew it would take a 
special person to offer her a 
new home. Marin Humane 
volunteers, Susan Altizio and 
Richard Hoover, had recently 
lost their senior cat and missed 
him terribly. When they were 
ready to adopt again, they 
knew they wanted another 
senior and both fell in love with 
Sophia, now Gracie.

Susan tells us, “Gracie instantly 
bonded with Richard, making 
herself at home on his lap and 
after a day or so she decided to 
put up with me.” When Richard 
is outside, Gracie watches him 
(and the birds!) from her two 
cat towers and follows Susan 
around the house conversing 
in various cat tones—probably 
telling her how happy she is in 
her new home!

SOPHIA
Apollo is a sweet, goofy, and 
strong mastiff mix who found 
himself looking for a new home, 
but he had a hard time finding 
a family who could manage his 
strength and exuberance—until 
he met Cyndy and John Baroy. 
They tell us they are absolutely 
in love with him! Apollo—now 
Hank—gets along with their small 
dog, loves chew toys, and enjoys 
his daily 10 to 15 mile walks.

Cyndy says, “All of us have 
lost weight except for Hank, 
who’s put on eight pounds of 
pure muscle.” He knows his 
commands and listens well. 
“Drop it” came in handy when 
he was just about ready to 
devour a tennis ball! Cyndy 
tells us, “The only accident 
we’ve had is when Hank came 
in from a walk, ran straight to 
the kitchen, and devoured a 
whole loaf of jalapeno cheddar 
cheese bread!” 

APOLLO



Lily Lou, now Lili, arrived at 
the shelter matted, blind from 
advanced cataracts, and 
scared of her new surroundings. 
Thanks to lots of TLC and 
surgery to remove her painful 
eyes, Lili blossomed into a 
cuddly, vivacious dog. 

At first, Lily’s adopter, 
Laura, was unsure she could 
accommodate her blindness but 
after meeting her, she was sold. 

“I knew the minute I met her 
she’d be coming home with 
me. Lili let me pick her up and 
snuggled her face in my neck. It 
was as if she was telling me, this 
is where I’m meant to be.”

Lili is thriving in her new home. 
She has a mini schnauzer for a 
sister and is learning to play with 
toys. Laura made Lili a special 
mat for Lili’s meals and they’re 
attending scenting classes 
together. Laura says, “I hope 
Lili’s story inspires more people 
to adopt special-needs babies.”

LILY LOU
Amber is one amazing kitty. Left 
outside a sheriff substation in a 
cardbox box, she was in grave 
condition with severe burns 
across 75% of her body. After 
spending five days in intensive 
care, she was transferred to 
Marin Humane. Slowly but surely, 
Amber improved and moved to a 
foster home where she continued 
her recovery. While there, she 
emerged as an affectionate, 
playful kitten and continued on 
the road to recovery.

Marin Humane Customer 
Service Representative
Lili Schneider had been looking 
for a feisty kitty for her two 
other felines, and Amber fit 
the bill perfectly! Renamed 
Phoenix, she and her brothers 
chase each other and play with 
their toys together. Although 
she still bears a few scars 
from her trauma, Phoenix’s 
unique personality has brought 
happiness and endless 
entertainment to the whole 
family.

AMBER
Maizey was found scared and 
alone and would act out when 
unhappy. How would we ever find 
the right home for this special 
rabbit? It took six months, but 
when Erik Allen decided to adopt 
a rabbit, he wanted the one 
“least likely to get adopted.” 
Well, he found her!

Erik had bunny experience and 
wanted a rabbit who needed 
patience and guidance. He 
tells us Maizey has adapted 
well to her new home and is a 
wonderful companion. He lives 
alone in a quiet neighborhood 
and has a consistent schedule—
things Maizey needed to feel 
safe. She’s stopped misbehaving 
and enjoys doing “binkies” when 
she’s out of her cage. Since she 
likes to stay active, Erik makes 
her tunnels, hiding boxes, or 
things to destroy (how fun!). 
Content and happy at last, Erick 
says Maizey is now definitely 
“Queen of the Castle.”

MAIZEY







The Screen Team (pictured above): 
Vivienne Ruggiero, Rachel Pound, Elfi 
Weideli, Kathleen Call, Dawn Kovell, 
Emily Goodman, Karen Scheurholz, and 
Gordon Robinson. Not pictured: Helen 
Rigg, Robert Kridler, Francy Blackwood.
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COMMITTED TO MAKING  
A DIFFERENCE

Supporting Marin Humane
WORKING TOGETHER FOR THE LOVE OF PETS
• Complimentary Follow-up Care
• Dedicated Community Partnerships
• Supporting Marin Humane’s Mission

Visit VCAhospitals.com for more information
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 The                     family of 
brands is proud to support  
Marin Humane
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$10 OFF 30-day supply of
Ora Vet Dental Chews

Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase
at Animal Outfitters. Not valid with any other discount. Expires 3/30/19.


