Behavior & Training
415.506.6280
Available B&T Services

Find It
What does the behavior look like?
The behavior teaches a dog to drop his head and search for a food reward on the ground. It also builds a
behavior loop in which the dog learns to pay more attention to the handler.

Why should we learn it?
The find it behavior is useful to redirect your dog’s attention away from another distraction. The behavior
is used in classroom settings to keep dogs’ focus away from other dogs. In public, this behavior can be used
to teach your dog to turn and move away from other dogs/people and follow you.
Training:
1. Show your dog a food reward, let him smell it and gently toss the food underhand across the dog’s
field of vision close by.
2. The dog should follow the treat, pick it up and reorient towards the handler.
3. As the dog reorients, toss another treat in the opposite direction.
4. Continue to play until the dog starts getting the idea to quickly chase the food and return to the
handler for the next sequence.
5. Add distance, excitement and more handler motion as the dog becomes proficient. Make it fun!
Advanced Training and Application:
Name Recognition: Teach the dog name recognition.
1. Show your dog a food reward, let him smell it and gently toss the food underhand across the dog’s
field of vision close by.
2. Immediately after he picks up the treat, but before he reorients to the handler, say his name.
When the dog turns back to the handler, say your marker word and reward with another treat at
your side. You are marking the attention or name recognition. (Please review our Marker &
Release Cues handout.)
3. An advanced option is to alternate with delivering the reward at your side and delivering it in the
form of another “Find It” toss.
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Recall: Build a foundation for coming when called.
1. Show your dog a food reward, let him smell it and gently toss the food underhand across the dog’s
field of vision close by.
2. Immediately after he picks up the treat, but before he reorients to the handler, say his name.
When the dog turns back to the handler, say your marker word.
3. As the dog comes towards you to collect his reward, label the behavior with the word “Come” or
“Here.” Reward the dog when he arrives to your side. (Please review our Come When Called
handout.)
4. An advanced option is to alternate with delivering the reward at your side and delivering it in the
form of another “Find It” toss.
Training Tips:






The best treats for the exercise are relatively soft treats. Some hard treats roll away too quickly or
too far.
Experiment with where you deliver the treat in order to strengthen behaviors. For example, deliver
the treat at your side, in front of you or behind you while you are walking.
Combine find it with touch to create another fun training loop.
Once you are proficient, gradually add distractions and novel environments and locations to make
the exercise more challenging and more useful.
Attach a long line to the dog’s collar or harness for added security and flexibility.

Training Resources:
Marin Humane’s Behavior & Training conducts various training classes. Sign up on our Behavior & Training
page for the next available class series.
We also provide Dog Training Instructors and Consultants available for private training or consultations
(on-site or in-home) at 415.506.6280 or OhBeHAVE@MarinHumane.org.
Remember to license your dog (It’s the LAW)! If your dog gets lost, a license tag on your dog’s collar is the
fastest way to reunite you and your dog. Even if your dog is microchipped, a license tag is immediately
visible and doesn’t require a scanning device to read. For more information about licensing, microchipping,
and other services provided by Marin Humane, visit us at MarinHumane.org or stop by at 171 Bel Marin
Keys Blvd, Novato, CA.
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