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By Carrie Harrington
Marin Humane Society

ELYING ON
R Emergency Medi-

cal Services to re-
spond to an animal-only
trauma is generally not
an option. Consequently,
the responsihility is on
us as pet guardians to
learn the skills necessary
to care for a companion
animal with a life-threat-
ening injury or illness.

The best way to in-
crease your chances of
responding quickly and
calmly to a pet emergen-
¢y is to become familiar
with basic pet first-aid
techniques.

“Properly applied first
aid can minimize a pet's
trauma and even save
their life until you are
able to transport them
to a veterinarian,” says

Belinda Evans, director
of veterinary services
for the Marin Humane
Society.

In an emergency situ-
ation, your first prior-
ity should always be to
protect yourself. Before
approaching an injured
animal, carefully as-
sess the scene to check
for hazards (such as
electrical wires, traffic,
unstable structures, ete.).
If the area looks clear,
approach slowly and with
caution. Any injured
animal has the potential
to bite.

While there are some
situations that obviously
constitute an emergency,
such as difficulty breath-
ing, seizures, excessive
bleeding, shock, poison-
ing, heatstroke and snake
bites, some trauma can
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Knowing first aid can save your pet’s life
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Learning basic pet first-aid
techniques could help save
your pet's life someday.

be less obvious. In addi-
tion, an animal may need
to be muzzled and prop-
erly restrained before
any care is administered.
Restraint techniques will

IF YOU GO

What: “Pet First Aid & CPR”
workshop with Peter Pay
When: 9a.m. to 1 p.m. Feb.

3

Where: Marin Humane Soci-
ety, 171 Bel Marin Keys Blvd.,
Novato

Admission: $70; registration
required

Information: 506-6288;
marinhumanesociety.org

depend on the extent and
location of injury.

Marin pet guardians
will have the opportunity
to learn these critical
first response skills at
the pet first aid and CPR
workshop, presented
by the Marin Humane
Society, on Feb. 23. In
this four-hour, hands-on
workshop with American
Red Cross and American

Safety & Health Insti-
tute instructor Peter Pay,
participants will learn
how to save a pet’s life
during an emergency,
minimize a pet’s trauma
after an injury, maintain
viability for life and safe-
ly transport an injured or
ill pet to the veterinary
clinic. A wide range of
topics, injuries and situ-
ations will be covered,
including:

» Prior preparation and
planning

» When is it an emer-
gency

» Approaching an in-
jured animal

» Cardiac and respira-
tory emergencies

» Muscle, bone and soft
tissue injuries

» Penetrating wounds

» Burns

» Poisoning

» “Critter” bites

» Cold and heat-related
emergencies

» Eye and ear injuries

» Dealing with shock

Canine and feline CPR
manikins are provided
for extensive practice on
dealing with cardiac and
respiratory emergencies,
and students will impro-
vise muzzles and apply
splints to practice safe
transport of an injured
animal.

Remember, in the
event of an emergency, a
well-practiced plan will
both reduce stress and
save precious time — and
lives.

Carrie Harrington is the director
of communications at the Marin
Humane Society, which con-
tributes Tails of Marin articles.
Visit MarinHumaneSociety.org;
follow them on Twitter at http://
twitter.com/MarinHumane.




