
Dog Training Classes
Frequently Asked Questions
What can my dog expect to learn?
Depending on the level of the class, you will learn how to teach your dog a variety of necessary 
skills. The exercises taught are “watch me,” “sit,” “down,” ”stay,” “come,” “leave it,” “wait,” and 
polite walking. Basic classes also cover common behavior problems, like jumping up on people, 
counter surfing and, depending on the class, house training. More complex behavior problems, such 
as separation issues, destructiveness, or aggression, need to be addressed in a private training 
session or behavior consultation.

How many students are in each class?
We can comfortably and effectively teach up to 12 dogs in the Pavilion and six dogs in the Canine 
Classroom.

Why is there an emphasis on food treats?
We’d all like to think that our dogs will do things for us just because they care about pleasing us. In 
fact, though, most dogs (and people!) prefer to “work” for something that is rewarding to them. In 
beginning level classes food keeps dogs focused on their handlers during the “acquisition” phase of 
learning. In more advanced classes we use less food and more toys and praise, both of which 
enhance the dog-guardian relationship.

Can I observe a dog training class before signing up?
Yes, feel free to sit in on any of our Pavilion classes without your dog. Please call 415.506.6280 or 
email OhBehave@MarinHumaneSociety.org to find out which classes are coming up or are currently 
in session.  

Can more than one person come to class? Can I bring my children?
Yes, your dog can be trained by anyone that has a relationship with him. We are fine with children 
attending but there are a few rules: children under eighteen can not be the primary trainer unless 
the instructor approves; children should be quiet and behave appropriately at each class so everyone 
can hear the instructor; children should not pet any dog unless the guardian is asked first.  

Why do you have classes for different sized dogs?
We have found that some small dogs are intimidated by large dogs,  so a mixed class is not the 
optimal learning environment for them. In addition, occasionally large dogs fixate or target small dogs, 
which can cause them to learn less, and can make small dogs and their guardians uncomfortable.

Why don’t you have more dog to dog interaction?
The purpose of training classes is to have your dog listen and be more obedient to his guardian. 
When you allow your dog to interact freely with other dogs, it diminishes your importance in your 
dog’s eyes, and often decreases his obedience with your wishes. Also, not all dogs are friendly to all 
other dogs. In fact, as a dog gets older, he will have more of a tendency to be picky about the dogs 
he plays with.
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Why might you suggest I use crates in class?
We use crates in the Pavilion for a variety of reasons. A crate provides a safe spot for your dog to 
rest between exercises. It allows you, the client, to concentrate on what the instructor is saying, and 
to watch demonstrations of desired behaviors. Crate use can be important in the home and also for 
future activities, including traveling and dog sports, where crate training is essential.

Why do you use the barriers?
Some dogs have trouble concentrating when they can look at or try to get to other dogs. They want 
to play and are distracted. Other dogs are anxious in the presence of dogs and/or people, and need 
to have a safe spot so that they can relax.

If I can’t make all of the classes, what should I do?
If you know in advance that you will miss a class, let the instructor know.  She can tell you what you 
will be missing and what to practice. Unfortunately you will not be able to attend a different series 
to make up that class. This is for two reasons: it’s very disruptive to have a new dog come to a class 
after several weeks of being in session; and because we have so many classes (mostly at capacity) it 
would be very difficult to accommodate everyone that may need to make up a class.

Do you sell Gift Certificates for your classes?
Yes we do!  They are a great gift and can be purchased for the full amount of a class or a partial 
amount. They can also be used for private training or a behavior consultation. Please call 415. 
506.6280 for more information.

For any other questions please call 415.506.6280 or email OhBehave@MarinHumaneSociety.org for 
more information.

171 Bel Marin Keys Blvd., Novato, CA 94949, MarinHumaneSociety.org


